ACET Ireland update

Rollercoaster!

After 6 weeks of frenetic activity, the ACET summer project finished and we headed
home looking forward to a well earned rest. Just one stop off along the way, to a few of
the children who hadn't turned up on the last day, just to check that things were all right.

They weren't.

That evening, and the following week was like a rollercoaster ride as a difficult family
situation came to a head and went into meltdown. There were assaults, accusations,
threats, rumours of shootings and knifing, an arrest, court appearance and jail, a change
of guardianship & custody, and the imposition of barring orders.

Throughout this, the ACET team were involved, keeping all sides communicating, persuad-
ing against some rash and damaging actions and ensuring the long-term protection and
support of the children involved. As a result, the children have a home, are
attending school, have seen doctors and dentists and have support structures
around them. More importantly they have someone they trust and are
beginning to open up to. They are facing into a difficult future, but one with
opportunities they could not see a few weeks ago.

ACET will go with them & support them into that future. Richard Phillips

Education programme

The summer has been a busy time for the education work. Our second programme
for the Certificate in Sexual Health Education is nearing completion with our Youth
Worker students having learned a wide range of useful skills. Our goal for autumn
2007 is to consolidate the skills of all the trained educators.

The summer also gave me the opportunity to train in some of our new staff and volun-
teers. It has been great to work with new care workers Nicholas and Michael, and to
see them bless the families we work with.

| have continued my role as a member of the Steering Committee of Stamp Out
Stigma, a National Campaign to challenge stigma and discrimination of people living
with HIV. Irish AIDS Day, June 15th saw Bertie Ahern TD, in his first official engage-
ment as Taoiseach of the 30th D4il, launch the website www.stampoutstigma.ie. The
work of the committee continues with preparations for TV adverts to be broadcast on
World AIDS Day, 1st December.

In July we had the very special opportunity of partnering with Dublin AIDS Alliance in
the provision of Sexual Health Education to students in the Separated Children's Unit
of the City of Dublin VEC.

We continued our education sessions with the emphasis on supporting agencies
working in the local community. So it was great to train the staff of Rialto Community
Drug Team and the clients of Addiction Response Crumlin.

Vivienne has continued to deliver sessions at a variety of conferences. Also she has
initiated a local relationships and sexuality group which meets on a weekly
basis.

In 2007 so far, ACET’s Education team has delivered 95 sessions to 1860
people. An increasing number of our sessions are being delivered to pro-
fessional community development groups.

For more information on ACET’s Education Service please contact
Richard Carson. richard.c@acet.ie
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Summer Project:

e Summer project ran for 6
weeks with 2 full time
volunteers running outings
for the youth and child
clients

o 3/4 trips each week,
bringing children to Clara
Lara, National Aquatic
Centre, the beach and
many more.

e Fun and games days in
Irishtown stadium

o Thanks to Michael Ross-
ney for planning the pro-
Jject. Thanks to Rachel
Mauldin and Allison
Anderson from Taylor
University for coming and
working on it full time

e Thanks to CYC and CDYSB]
for their continued spon-
sorship of the project
and to the community
Gardai for providing a van
for many of the outings
and for coming along and
Joining in.




ARE PROGRAMME UPDATE

As new staff have joined us over the last few months the Care work has started to ramp up significantly. We continue to offer
care in a wide variety of ways to our clients.

Sheila Smyth has rejoined ACET as an Adult Care worker. She is responsible for clients in the North Inner City. In the South
Inner City areas, Nicholas Schofield has joined us to manage the Adult Care work. We have had many new clients referred to
us and we are kept busy trying to ensure that their care needs are met.

In the Youth & Child Care work, Michael Rossney has joined ACET to ensure that the work with our younger clients continues.
He was joined for the summer by 2 students from Taylor University, Rachel Mauldin and Allison Anderson, who came as vol-
unteers to work on our summer project.

The bereavement support group also know as the Quilt Group continue to meet in the Rialto Crumlin area. They have em-
barked on a new piece of work2@méi‘tl edTH&®Qudgd aumagwhiheh Cio
working in 1993 and this quilt reflects their journey and parallels the changes to the community during that time too. This is a

huge project and will take most of a year to complete.
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Our volunteers continue to do invaluable work and without their consistency much work could not con-
tinue. Many of our volunteers have given us 5-10 years service. This is unique in the voluntary sector
where burn out in volunteers often happens after 2 years.

With all of this in mind we will continue to offer unconditional care wherever it is needed to those affected
and infected by HIV in the greater Dublin area. =
Terrie Colman-Black [ =

What is ACET about?

Funny!
ACET Care work:

, . -
We've been asking ourselves the same question! Relationship 8 Empowerment & Restored life 6 New identity

Over the last few months, we have been looking
back at the Vision, Mission & Values of ACET. This
has been an exciting process as we have explored again what we are about, and why we do it!

It has led us to some new realisations, as well as refocusing us on the goals we had all along. The vision of
the care work is to enable clients to move beyond HIV: That its effects on their lives are minimised and
that HIV is no longer the primary factor in their identity. In doing this we help them get to hospital & clinic
appointments, and ensure that they get helpful answers to their questions, help them liaise with other au-
thorities to ensure that they are getting the support they need. We provide practical help in their homes
and emotional support when they have no-one to talk to. We are also helping clients articulate their own
hopes and dreams and then enabling then to take steps tfowards achieving them.

I'd love to tell you the stories but, of course, I can't. Our clients have a right to confidentiality that we will
continue to guard carefully. But I can let you know that over the last few months we have ensured that a
number of serious medical conditions have been dealt with, that a few gardens have been cleared and land-
scaped and a quite a few rooms painted. We've had lots of cups of tea and long chats, we've been involved in
quite a few relationship breakdowns - helping restore communication & relationship where possible. We've
been to the courts & prisons, to the hospitals & clinics, to the housing departments, to social workers, wel-
fare officers and the occasional probation officer, and we've had quite a lot of fun along the way.

As much as possible, T want to fill you in on the work that is being done. I'm proud of what the team is
achieving and I'm sure you would be too! Keep posted for further info in the next newsletter.

Richard Phillips
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Volunteer opportunities

Have you been following the work of ACET, and wondered whether you could get involved?
We would like to find ways in which you can use your skills to make a difference in others lives.

Within the education arena, we would love to train you to deliver education on HIV/AIDS, sexuality issues,
wholeness and self-esteem, drugs, and other topics. If you think you would be interested in this, contact Rich-
ard Carson at the ACET office and let him know. Within the Youth work, children's clubs and family work,
there are opportunities to get involved in activities with our clients. Joining us for walks, doing crafts, helping
with homework, playing games are all ways in which you can be part of the work with our clients. It could be a
lot of fun too! A volunteer training weekend is provisionally planned for the 9th & 10th of November, so book in
now!

If an office is more your natural habitat, never fear! There are a wide variety of tasks you could help us with.
If setting up mailing lists or databases gets you excited, or if you like stuffing envelopes and licking stamps,
please let Richard Phillips know, he'll be happy to let you get involved, and will even ensure coffee and good
company is to hand!

ACET International news

Work has started in 10 new countries since the last ACET International Alliance conference in Uganda in January 2005. In the
last year programmes in South Africa, DR Congo and Nigeria have started providing HIV prevention programmes and care for
those affected by AIDS. Exciting plans are underway to develop the work started by the Matilda Project in rural and remote ar-
eas south west of Bulawayo in Zimbabwe. In Uganda a new school is being built for 600 children, many of them AIDS or-
phans, in Nakulabye, a slum area of Kampala. At Chantaburi, 150 miles South East of Bangkok in Thailand a home for 60
AIDS orphans is scheduled for completion in June.

In July the leaders of the ACET teams in Eastern Europe and Russia met in Slovenia to review their work and plan for the fu-
ture. There is growing recognition of the work by the authorities and for the first time the Czech Republic team have received
government funding. Recently they visited a group in Budapest, Hungary who are keen to start an
ACET programme, although currently there is no funding available to start a new work there.

There is a great and urgent need for good HIV prevention education and training and for high quality
care programmes all over the world as we seek to increase our response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
We are very grateful to all our supporters who have enabled us to make such good progress over the
last three years.

Peter Fabian

ACET Northern irelandis 17

ACET Northern Ireland celebrated their 17™ Anniversary on 20™ August. Over the years they have provided
Health Education & Training to more than 130,000 people.

They have developed training services for the most disadvantaged adults, young people and children, espe-
cially those outside the school system. In recent years they have moved into providing accredited Training
Courses and Resources on Sexual Health and Parent/Child Communication Skills for Health Care Professionals
and Community Workers. These courses are in high demand and they train nurses, social workers, residential
social workers, youth and community workers. The courses are all accredited by the Open College at Level 3.

Richard Carson & I recently spent a day with the ACET NI team and were encouraged by the progress they
are making on new courses which will be accredited by the Open College at entry level. We are watching this
closely as we work to ensure our own education and training becomes more recognised and externally accred-
ited. Richard Phillips
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ACET Ireland
14-15 Lr. O'Connell St.

Dublin 1 We can only do what we do because of the generous support of

so many individuals who pray for us, give professional advice,
Phone: 01 878 7700 send us gifts from time to time, run fundraising events, and put
Fax: 01878 8601 us in touch with grant-making bodies and donors.

Email: dublin@acet.ie

We appreciate your support very much, and want to thank you

Bank details:
for making the work we do possible. In particular this newslet-
Bank of Ireland . .
N | ter, I would like to thank Colm Geraghty and the walkers on this
OdConnell St.] brdgnch

summer 6s ACET hi ke, who have raisdgd

Account # 60959790 this years walk.

Sort code: 90 00 33

You are welcome to contact us with any queries or requests, or
to change your contact details.

If you would like to join our mailing list or to support ACET
regularly, please fill out the details below and return to the
ACET office:

Mail lis¢ details and standing order form:

YOUR DETAILS: ACET DETAILS:

Name: Please pay to:
ACET (Ireland) Ltd.

Address: Bank of Ireland
O Connel | Street
Dublin 1

Account number: 60959790
Sort Code: 90-00-33

E-mail:

The sum of: € *

Telephone:

Amount in words:

Please add me to the ACET mailing list.

To the Manager of: (name & address of my bank) monthly, commencingon _ _/ /

Signed:

Date:
My Sort Code: = - - Please return to ACET so that we can receipt the donations
My Account Number:

'f you donate over €250 in the tax year (€21 per montoh)
significantly increasing the impact of your donation at no extra cost to you.




